Taking Photos that
Don’t Stink



Photography
Awards Won

Publications

where > 0
photography

has appeared




Accolades

“That's a pretty good photo.”

“When one sees such images, what

can one say but Salieri



Camera is a Valve

- But instead of water, you're
letting in LIGHT



Siow shutter speed Medium shutter speed

Fig 1.6.2 The appearance of the shutter at various speeds.



Slow shutter speed Medium shutter speed Fast shutter speed

Fig 1.6.2 The appearance of the shutter at various speeds.
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Large aperture < » Small aperture
More light strikes image sensor < » Less light strikes image sensor

Shallow Depth of Field (Focus) < » Deep Depth of Field (Focus)




ISO

 Measures how sensitive the camera is
to light. Remember “"Film speeds?”
— Low ISO = need lots of light
— High ISO = don’t need as much light



Don’t Be A Hero!



“Auto” and "Program” Modes

 Auto mode takes care of
everything

 Program mode takes
care of everything



Partial Control Modes

« Shutter Priority

— You choose the shutter speed,
the camera picks the right
aperture

- Aperture Priority

— You choose the aperture,
the camera picks the right
shutter speed



Manual Mode

 You choose the shutter
speed and aperture

« BEST TO AVOID



Continuous Shooting

« Machine Gun Mode

—Hold down the shutter
button

ELECTRONS
ARE FREE!



Tips



Shoot From Audience Eye Level

« Sit with the
audience

« Zoom lens will
compress distance



Shoot When Audience Is Engaged

- Best to get these shots early in the
meeting when audience is attentive



Tips



Shoot Wide,
Then CROP CROP CROP



Tips



Shoot Low Looking Up



Candids, Not Poses

 Best if
subjects

not
looking at
camera



Tips



Rule of Thirds
Emphasizes Surroundings

 Divide
frame into
3 parts

— Subject
should be
off center

« Use small
aperture
for optimal
depth of
field



Emphasize
Surroundings
« Height creates a

compelling
atmosphere



Zoom and Wide Aperture

- Long focal length will compress distance
- Wide aperture gives shallow depth of field



Tips



Continuous Shooting Is Your Buddy



Continuous Shooting Is Your Buddy



Shoot from 45° Upfield From Action

 You're in better
position as the
action unfolds



Use Fast Shutter Speeds

Things happen fast.
You need to freeze
the action



Tips



Image — Adjustments - Levels



Image — Adjustments - Levels



Image — Adjustments - Vibrance



Fix Dark, Shadowy Images



Image — Adjustments — Shadows/Highlights



Tips



President Flies with Blue Angels






Hard to Compete With Video



You Can Try



Use the Power of Still Images



Use the Power of Still Images



Look for Human Moments






All Moments Are Precious



Moments Become Poignant Later



You Document People’s Lives



Photo by Andrew Bodenstein
Used with permission



